
‘She will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel, which means   

“God is with us”. (Mt 1:23) 

I wish a Holy and Blessed Christmas and Peaceful New Year to all my dear parishioners. May the Love, 

Joy and Peace of Baby Jesus be in your hearts and your homes. During this Advent Season, it has been 

my prayer that each of you would find opportunities to reflect on your own faith and relationship with 

the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. Whatever it is that our hearts and souls desire, whether we 

realize it or not, our ultimate desire is Jesus Himself, for this reason, we are filled with joy and 

consolation at Christmas to know that all that we hoped for has been fulfilled in the person of the Christ 

Child. 

So, as we celebrate the birth of Christ this Christmas, let joy be born in our hearts not just this 

Christmas day, but the whole year; not just the whole year, but our whole lives. Let us inspire this world, 

which can seem so lost in darkness, with the light of Christ in the light of our joy. Let us welcome family 

and friends. Let us welcome strangers and travelers in our midst who may join with us to celebrate the 

Eucharist. Make room in the pews; greet them with a welcoming smile and gracious hospitality, those, 

like Mary and Joseph, who are seeking room in the inn. Let us not send them away to be born in a 

manger like the baby Jesus. 

If you are returning to Church today from a long absence, or even a short one, let the joy of this 

celebration fill you. Let the light of Christ into your lives and into your hearts that your hearts may grow 

“three sizes” this day and return to the joy of celebrating the Eucharist today and every week of the 

year. 

Maybe the Christmas message this year should be a challenge for all of us to become more involved? It 

is not so much a question of giving more; it is a question of giving more of ourselves. After all, that’s 

what God was doing when he got involved with us and our world at the first Christmas. Christmas 

belongs to believers, to those who believe that Jesus Christ, Son of God, was born of the Virgin Mary to 

reconcile us to one another and to the Father. This is why He came. God will fill us with His peace if 

there is room in our lives for Him. 

My thanks to all of you who have been faithful parishioners, for all you do even through the tough times. 

It is with humble joy that we give thanks for the honor of serving as your Pastor. Thank you for all your 

support and prayers. “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people. For today in the City of David a Savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. 

And this will be a sign for you: You will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel praising God and 

saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

(Lk2:10-14) 
With Prayers and Blessings 

Fr. Thomas Reddy Basani SAC 


